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LE 0 Martis ſeptimo die Decembris, 1686. | 
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Angliz, GO. ſec undo. | 


H1S Court doth defirc Dr. Hickman 
to print his Sermon preached at the 


; Guild-hall Chapel, on Sunday, the 21/t of 
November, laſt, before the Lord Mayor and 
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Preach'd before 
The Right Honourable 


"+ 8 6 


Lord Mayor 


And COURT of 
ALDERMEN, 


The Guild-hall Chapel, Nov. 21. 1686. 


3: By Charles Hickman, D.D. Stud. of Chri/t-Church, Oxon. 
and Chaplain to the Right Honoifffble Laurence, Earl of 
Rocheſter. : | 


LOND ON, 


Printed by M. Fleſher, for Charles Brome, at the Gun 
at the Weſt-end of Saint Paul's. 1687. 
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The Righe Honourable 


>) 1 Tohn Peake, 


LORD MAYOR, 


AND THE 


COURT of ALDERMEN 


OF 


The CITY of LONDON. 


My Lord, 
Muft neither queſtion your Lordfbip's judg- 
ment , nor diſpute your commands ; and: 
that's the onely apology 1 can make for pub- 
m_ this Diſcomrſe : but how far it- may 
A 3 : avail: 


| Sait me, depends Se of pon the Se na- 
ture of my Readers, who may, 1 confeſs, ea- 
fily return that blame upon” my ſelf, which 
I here endeavour to transfer upon your Lord- - 
' ſhip. _ For. the pretended Modefty of Good 
Writers bas ſo anticipated all pleas whith can 
be offer d by the Bad, to palliate their im- 
perfeAions, that we bave not ſo much as a 
Fip-leaf left to cover our real ſhame, but 
what they, by unneceſſary and' frequent uſing, 
have render d tranſparent and inefſeAual. 
And therefore this Sermon , rude 'and miſ- 
ſhapen as it is, had (heen ſent out naked 
_ into the World, without any other Covert but 
your Lordſhip's Order, did not the reſpef 1 
bear to your Court oblige me, in this Dedi- 
cation, to beg your pardon for the 'ſlight- 
neſs of the performance , inflead of making 
an inſignificant excuſe for the publication of 
fr..\1 confeſs my. Preſumption in giving ſo 
plain, though hearty an entertainment, to ſo 
: folemn 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſolemn and judicious an Aſſembly, was a fault, 
which'I hope my obedience now may partly 
expiate; - whereby I have given a publick te- 
flimony, how intirely I ſubmit my own judg- 
ment and reputation too to your Lordſhip's 
commands, and have, though with regret, 
made this dangerous eſſay to ſhew my ſelf, 


My Lo: 
Your Lordſhip's 
moſt Obedient and 


moſt Humble Seryanr, 


Charles Hickman: 
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Re mone far fre rom me vanity and lies, T5 give 
ne netther poverty. 20r- lei Tags me. with 
food convenient for me :* IN18-292 


a—_— fubund deny thre imd-fay\ Who is 
the Lotd'® 6+,” left T be'poor wy ſha, = : 
take ae awe of nA (ad. 7 in. vain, - : 


INCE fs Love of Riches on Fa n_s >. 
Gin, that nether-Law nor: "a 
ſoft :can .reſtrain it], bur like 'a deluge” it bears 
down'all bounids of: Juſtice and 'Religion' too? ſince 
covetous-defires'are-ſo rooted in-the minds of 
men, that-t ar Free a Poſſeſſion upon Earth be- 
fore a Re in Heaven; and value both them- 
ſelves afd others; rarer ans vo, ryan 
tue, and- perfeQtions of 'the Soul; 'but according” to 
the extent: of their: Lands; "and: the plenry of their 
; Stores it 'will-not- be: unſeaſonable, and perhaps got 
: unprofitable, to. give ſotne/direions: how: to 
2 our ſelves in the\putchaſe and enjoyment” of theſe 
I | ' Goods, as we find them laid down in the words of CEE 
ay Text. Where we yuwy — 


—— 


(2) 


.I.- That. both Poverty-and Riches are the Gift of 
God;-otherwiſe the Wiſe-man” needed” not to-have 
prayed, Give me neither poverty nor riches, if it had 


n in his o__ power jpymakeyths cho Ice. 


0). That Fold Poverty nor Riches are fuch Gifts 
for Which a wiſe*man 'would*pray;' becauſe each of 
theſe: conditions heve their dangers: and. inconvenien- 
ces annext to them ; as, 47 4h 1G 4s 
23 ID 4 ang Jeny; thee, and. ETOP 
Ford 2 b tie of Riches; or, 


which is the commane 


NM Leſt F oo Bob Pry: Hake the wame of m 
God in _ hich! Is to0 a_—_ the _ vn at 4 


3 Vis. ; @31 'S; I 117 
-IIE-:-Thae the Way-t0 rempre-theftineonyes 

is £6 ewe: far Seeking uanity 6nd. (ies, and then'we 
may: ſo- falves: in-cach of- theſe eſtates, 
4640 be bumble bore God in the av of oe abun 
880%" 88d. chankdull ty him-in euridiieaſs.-. 
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7 IY.. That norwiehſiaading this, yes the ſafeſt; and 

> che wit Sefopble evards.of Ibn, is& 
middle ſtats between' Poverty and. Riches ;. and that 
it is for the intereſt as well-as for the eaſe of man; thar 
God would neither let us want nor abound, / bat.one- 
ly / F413: With food commeniont fer ae...  29v19t 1c 


"And fir, That both Poverty and Riches are the 
Gift-of God. Whoſoeves rationally conceives the be- 
i & God, mult needs believe that our beings are: 


depen» 


: 


4 I 
dt CE 
+3 _- 


8, therein jw every; arr 

tne: 

EETETS Ee 
2 2.W e 

place their onely happineſs." 7 


And this is a truth ſo maid, that it is confeſs 
in. the practice and-experience of 'the warſt of men; 
for which: of chem: wonkdner:growy rieti; if it-waroin | 
the'power of man to: bridg/his own'deſigns 29: 'paS3 
or would-content' himſelk with 4 mean'c 
Eſtate: if. humane. | means; could: prevent-at+ - _ 
whilſt they blaſpheme the Providence of. God, : they 
confeſs: his power z:and when. the' inpatient 'Wikerof 
Jeb bad bias in the: midft-of Nis paverty, :cur/o:Gud 
and. dir, ſhe Nd bow 4 demonſtration; that both 
Qur good and evil proceed- from him; 'as Fob 
himielk could: dac ml the Lord geueth and the 
Lord: taketh amay. - "This br Propoſition therefore . 
ſuppos'd " my Text, ha a hy grea 
eneniies' of Religion,; F talce. tt for Eraiked ; 
and proceed to the. 1142S 


Second thing reg that. _— both Poverty 
2nd: Riches are the Gift af1Giod;; arc he often orde- 
reth both for our good, - yttineicheriof-them are ſuch 
you for which a wiſe: man; womdd pray : For the rrue 

of the SoabconkBek an: a ſtate of reft, but 
both -theſe gitioos are rs ſubje&t ro: dangers 
wy as mcline 2. man to. ORR 


B 2 :/;Paverty 


C88 
Poveny: to Malice; Riches: make us the SubjeRi'of 
- mens/finvy; and:PovereypofivheirC t Abun- 

dance'often begers Prefamprion; and Want is the Mo- 
ther:-of* Deſparr;; 'Plenty produces" Forgetfalneſs,” and 
Extremity'leads ius->to-Diſcontent.-/ Richeg'create=a 
confidence in us;>and:barty tus-into'a 'refifels Ocean 
ob:trqubleyi where we are/expordito the fury: of the 
Winds, and toſs'd by _— Wave ;/ whilſt Poverty 
caſts us back again to the Shore, and puts us in dan- 
ger-of:being ſpht upon the Coaſt. '''Thus when /ſ-ae/ 
journed :in'the Wilderneſs,': they! #wurmured againſt 
the Lord and his ferount'Meaſesj/and:yetwhen'they 
fed-upon'theplenty: of 'Milk: and Honey, then Teſt 
ran i waxed far and; kicked. Unhappy Man! that 
noieſtate-.or- condition can reconcile'us'to- our preſent 
Fortunes, but _ =_ of our defires CY 
ngs \in-ns; 1andithe' very; enjoyment of then yield: 
wr; yiw oo 4 We have learnt} juſt contrary'to 
St:\Paul; in whatſoever ſtate” we 'are' therewith" 10 be 
diſcontent; we' neither- know how' to be abaſed nor how 
to'abound, but when we are hungry we repine at God, 
andÞwhen we are full we area burthen'to'our'ſelves.. 
365393 20+ 44 b Y bas 325 1 vim mb ecgge. 
-'Tis:Ntrange;-thar:the minds of: Men ſhould'{o fer- 
vilely depend upon this World, as/not to'maintain'a 
ſteady courſe for one moment, but be biaſs'd by eve- 
ry: petty: chance, and' chang'd by every/turn of For- 
tune. ': Thisis tooievident's fign, that our Souls have 
no: communication” withyHeaven; where all things 
continue fix'd and ſettled 5: ao dependence upon God, 
who. is one and the ſame for ever; ſince we put ſach 
confidence in theſe outward worldly goods, that with 
them our minds'are fo exalted, and without them ſo 


m - 


Shak So a, 
F 17511 &; 


2 "TIN ki wt Cabot” 
ne on ns BK ty 


CO I abt ox He: 08 FOO WO ET OT AS 
bio $4 et SA AS tn tt: Y 
by + 3s pH 
% : 


- "A 
ma biyodt ,5:51 2ldenoimoon 3afls 16 2303) 
..,Andiyer'we'find by fad experience, -that few men 
cari-dear-up-againſt the ſtrokes:of fortune, ' though 
they are inflicted by the hand of God: But when Po- 
verty comes upon them, they think themſelves op- 
preſs'd:' as if they were to preſcribe to'the Almighty 
inithe diſpenſation'of his bleffings, 'and'their own de- 
fires were the onely meaſures of their right without 
conſidering their own ſins, as the cauſe: of their cala- 
mities ;' or their own amendment, as'the End there- 
of ;; they wrongfully accuſe-both God: and Man; as 
the- Authours and  Inftruments| of that unhappineſs 
Which they owe chiefly-.to: themſelves. - Sometimes 
they look upon their Neighbour's Jury as the occa- 
ſion of their diſtreſs ; and fo ſteal from them, to ſup- 
ply; their own wants : thus ſtarving their Conſcience 
to relieve their Carcaſe, and facrificing their Religion 
tothe Belly, their God. . Sometimes they imagine 
the ſuperfluity of another's fortune is a reproach to the 
penury of theirs ; with envy they behold the afflu- 
ence:and eaſe of the rich ; and not content with the 
emptineſs of their bodies, they: put: Jeanneſs withall' ins 
to their Souls. : Thus to an evil eye all Objedts are of- 
fenfive,” and even the goodneſs of Gad it ſelf increaſes 
_ the offence. - Then they repine at Heaven for the un« 
equal diſtribution of its gifts, curſe the Lord in their 
hearts, though they die for it ; and doe even:'worſs 
than take the name of their God in wain. 


With very:good reaſon therefore did the Wiſe-man 
in my Text pray, give me mot: poverty. And cer- 
tainly every wiſe man alive will join prayers with 
him, - leſt ſhame, contempt and: want, the _ at- 
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tendents of that uncomfortable ſtate, ſhould tempt us 
tomiſtruſt:the afliſtenceof our God,+ and-ſa betray. us, 
through the frailty of-6ur fleſh; to relieve our ſelves 
by 'wicked/means; 2} 0 {oo bt | 


-: And'thertfore .no-prudent,: no religious man,- can 
make-real poverty hig:choice. For though 'ris poſh 
ble he may Giem-the tide of adverſity,” and'bear-up 
gloriouſly. againſt-all its waves; yet tis: poſſible £00 
that he nmy. be: carry'd' away; with the ſiream, and 
faint under the remptation and;the conflict. Though, 
as the ;Deval rriily ifaid, 'a man may fad from the: pis 
wacle of - a- Temple: without i daſhing bu: foat' againſt. a 
flone:; yer the: wiſeſt !man_ that ever liv'd, thought 
this no warrant for him ta try the experiment :he'is 
bappy: that outlives the fall, but he thatis wiſe avoids 
the:danger. *Tis ſufficient for us that God does-not 
lead us into temptation; 'why then ſhould we voluns 
tarily temp? the Lord our God ? }.9 rot ac 


And the fame reaſon holds alſo in” the-other. ex- 
treme. For riches teo/ have their precipices, as well 
as. poverty, and therefore are equally tobe avoided. 
Proſperity has its dangerous trials, and-is expogd:to 
manifold temptations, -ang/'tis ill truſting to our own 
vertue, when we have put qur ſelves into the midſt of 
all the opportunities of vice. 


miaco hk | As vhs ntl 
On one hand the temptations of the world beſet us : 
and if that ſmiles upon us, we/are roq-apr to be flat- 
terd and pleagd aur ſelves. © 'Fig natural for a man to 
rejaice inthe warks:of his own hands z and whenihe 
has dedicated:his youth to worldly cares, -and _ 
Fu mn. 
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old age, and ar length-it will become his God. -Here q 
he places all bis confidence : and to.conviace us that — + 
copetonſnes i truly idolatry, like rhe Heathen 1do- 4 
later,. he Saws. down to an' image of his own making, be 
p ſhips it, and prays 76 it, and ſays,” deliver me, far 


( ey 


tho art. my God... 


. On the ather, hand our riches expoſe ns to the af- 
ſaults of the Fief6, which always gains ground upon us 
when we are full. , And therefore, the Apoſtle exhorts 
us ot to make pravifien for the fleſb to full] the luſts 
thereof. Tis this plenty that nouriſhes us in'6ur vice; 
and feeds, us in_our luſts ; .it adds fuel to the flame 
within us; and whillt we yield 8 conſtant fupply- to 
Qur greedy delires ,.. the fire never goeth gut. -Ful- 
neſs inclines us to caſe and luxury, luxury begets fin, 
. and fin brings us to death. Thus we multiply our 
tranſgreſſions together with our ſtores; -and he that, 
with So/omox, will take occafion-from+his: riches, to 
Fo ts mirth, the pleaſures and follies of ſenſe, like 
um alſo will find his wiſedom overborn-by his vice, . 


For when the vanities.of the #orid, and the luſts of 
the F/:/þ have taken poſſeſſion of the heart of man, 
. then comes the Devi/ and finds an cafie conqueſt. He - 
- that denies the providence of God, by truſting in his- LL 
own ſtrength, and-denics the power of God, by fok- 7H 
lowing his own devices ; has no way left to vindicate- E 
| his honour, and quiet his conſcience, but by denying: 
the very being of God, and faying with Pharaoh, . 
Who u the. Bord that I ſhould obey his weice-3- Thus: 
| pro-- 


% 


livers binſe 
the living 


Death, how bitter is the remembrance of thee to'a man 

that liveth at reſt in his poſſeſſions, and hath proſperity 

in all things! how will he lament the fatal change of 

| his eſtate, when his jollity ſhall be turn'd' into mour- 

8 ning, and his pleaſure into gaaſhing of teeth! When 

=. | inſtead of purple, he ſhall be cloathd'with aſhes ; 4nd 

= all-the delicacies which he riotoufly -devour'd-in' his 
life, -he would -now exchange for one drop of water 
to-cool his tongue. - When the voice of Mufick, which 

. 8d to charm his cars, ſhall be put to: filence for ever 


To in 


Re ER SEES 


in the grave, 'and the howlings of accurſed Spirits 
ſhall ſupply their place, The Flatterers, which par- 
took 6f his good things, and baſely extoll'd his folly, 
ſhall now partake of his miſery too, and without any 
difſimulation, lament his and: their own iniquity. 
And becauſe they made' a mock of fin, and laugh'd at 
the vbediente 'of the righteous, God alſo will laugh at 
their calamity.,, and mock when their fear cometh. 
Therefore give us not riches, /:/#-we be full and de 

thee, and ſay, who is the Lord? leſt the Lord alſo 
ſhould deny us in the day of our trouble; and fay, 
depart from me ye workers of wickedneſs, T know' you 


_ at. 


I would not here be thought to inveigh againſt the 
Rich, but onely to reprove the folly and danger of 
thoſe-who put their truſt in riches. ' For ſince 'tis the 
goodneſs of God that gives: us all 'things plenttonſly to 
exjoy ; he can ſandify his gifts, and by his grace can, 
notwithſtanding theſe inconveniences, turn them to 
our advantage. Which was the 22 


Third thing propos'd, that if we remove far from 
. us vanity and lies, all-falſe opinions and vain conceits 
of the things of this World, we may then ſo mode- 
rate our ſelyes in either of the extremes of fortune, as 
to be humble before God in the midſt of our'abun- 
dance; and thankfull eyen in our diſtreſs. < | 


'Tis the ignorance of our — that de- 
praves our wills, and a falſe eſtimate of things that 
makes us firſt chuſe amiſs, and then abuſe our choice. 
Had we but ſo much Kr" philoſophy, as to diſ- - 
cern 
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a Jewel is \Cabinet 
Gold by the Cheſt wherein 'tis hid. And if the if the Boy i 
felf be of ſo little eſteem, in compariſon of the Mad. 
and thoſs divine-excellencies therein, which intitle it 
God'; haw. much. more inconſiderable 
are. riches, which ſerve onely for ornaments. of the 
Body, and to cloath that part Which: caners us2._.. 


Yet ſuch. is the fo va of man, that he 
makes this part his Wt ai delight :. for this 
it is that he riſes upearly, and ſo late takes reſt, woe, eats 
reg ff Care +; that, his riches, SageR- 'be ſeen of 

and dazle.the- eyes. of orant; people ; in 2 

gras oaks the. #966 of. Soul, to-take care 

DP for his Body ; and then. negledts his Body too, and im-_ 
pairs the health thereof, to provide the ooneraliary 
ornaments of its outſide, . 'T gs with. exquiſite indu- 

7 TR ea ano though 
Paint and cares:not though 

gt eh ty yer Andwhocan chaſe 

but condemn his condyuR, who reſalues to beautify his 

Chamber, though he ſtarves his Gueſt PE 
re- 
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Therefore to reftore us to 2- rigltt 
and to remove'this vanity, which 
yrs erence egs er 
nngrs. 0: ter us conficer Fe 


maderſtanding, 
es-0ur 
un_Eous Men | 


«71283 "The uncertainty: 'of kw _— chs\foldy! of 
thoſe who baild cheir tappine$s: upon: ſo ſandy/a fours 
dation.” Thongh the whole World be: as pecking, 
and nothing there continues in: one ſtay; yer- of all 
that-we foe and admire therein, nothing; is fo/uncer- 
tain'as pur: Riches :: bere' the mor and raft do-torrupt ; 
and what thefe accidents of nature ſpare; the rhieves 
break throngh-and Real: ' Arid bh our-:care and 
A may protect and guard us the viotence 
o_ —_—_— there is no-fence- againſt. che 
treaclicry of iar friend. He thartican un- 
lock 'oar'boſome, and Jive into the: treaſures. of our 
heart; will find 2n eafie acceſs' to; our coffers; and 
prevail more bythe flarteving-inſmaations of his: 9 
than ws par, oper-force;TheLaws them- 
ſelves,which were defi or our defence, by the con- 
trivance of evil mew prove nc deftruction;'and 
we mect with's 'dagger” Qed tofmda 
ſhield; How often liiveweſcen the hand of God, ina 
ragingflame; reducewhoteFamiticy from of 
pride to the extremity of wantiz andiimone minncebu- 
iy the abours of ver 22 THetEarth ir ſelf fottre- 
-enmitsopens her work firaliows wp the'fruitsoof 
the Felt: ! Sikadefen wavesof'the Sea, when they ariſe; 
fweep away” the” treaſures! Ins} 
God arinxgthe Air-ic-folf with: | <pnonnr blaſts: rhe 
IE ata 1$82:4 1:49 _ 
| 2 Thus 


Thus all the Elements in their courſes fight againſt 
us;; and what they ſpare, the more unmercifull word 
of-Man-cuts off, and lays waſte our dwelling place. 
| Andis it for this that we forget God? ſhall we for- 
fake the Lord our ſtrength, our rock of defence and 
mighty deliverer, to'put our truſt in ſuch fading tran- . 
ſitory hopes? ſhall we commit our caſe and quietneſs 
to the Seas and Winds, and entruſt our deareſt trea- 
ſures with the Flatterer and the Thief? We muſt in- 
ds cent Gee anc anguiſh apes 

s- NE Can; | anNgulln upon us : 
but muſt we put our happineſs alſo into the hands of 
wicked and Jeceirfull Man ; ſhall we:place all our 
- glory in that which Moths and Caterpillars devaur, 
and-make-qur ſelves fubjet to the mean, contempti- 
ble vermin: of the.!Earth'> ſurely God deſign'd' ſome 
nobler, - and: more ſolid delights, to; entertain :our 
thoughts withall ;-and did not beſtow a divine nature 
upon us, to be thrown away upon the ſordid dregsof 
the Earth, and'/be made the ſport of.every Creature. 


.;: But, 2-:though-this uncertainty: of riches were re- 
moved, and our poſſeſſions; were eſtabliſhed unto, us 
for ever; yet we muſt » how unprofitable 
they are of themſelves,: and how little they advance 
' Fither:the: honour. or the happineſs of: Man : the wi- 
{ſt and:richeſt of Kings aſſures:us, that riches profit 
not: in the day of wrath. Whole mines'of treaſures 
' cannot defend us from the torments of a diſeaſe ; nor 
the,multitude of Attendents affright from us the ter- 
rours of death :- they onely ſerve to: ſoften and effemi- - 
nate our hearts againlt the day of adverſity, and make 
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us:unable-to bear thoſe afflitions which they: them 
ſelves bring-upon us. The aching of the Head may 
be causd, but cannot be' curd by all the Balms-and 
Spices of the Eaſt, nor the rottenneſs of Bones be re- 
mov'd: with millions of Gold and::Silyer:\ but the 
Richeſt-muſt die-as well as the Poor/and Needy, and 
their dear Pofleſſions can neither preſetve them in 
this World, nor follow them into the next, 7 | 


Nay, they not onely die, but /zve-like: other ren; 
Of all the perplexities that attend humane Life, they 
have their ſhare, and perhaps the greateſt too: though 
all the World ſhould applaud their Happineſs,”and 
flatter their Proſperity, yet they cannot flatter them+ 
ſelves ' out of thoſe Troubles, that interrupt their 
Enjoyments, and diſturb their. very + Reſt. He 
that increaſes Riches increaſes Sorrow, and: whoſoe- 
ver thinks to eſtabliſh his Happineſs upon the /Ho- 
nours of the World, and the: multitude-of -Depen- 
dents, will find at laſt, juſt contrary to his expea- 
tions, 'that they are become his. Idol, and he is their 
Prey: 7» 657 | | 


And what is all this to the Happineſs of the Mind; 
which requires a fix'd:and ſubſtantial- good, that de- 
pends not upon the accidental. Croſſes of this: World; 
nor. the Humours of a giddy People: a Happineſs; 
which, like the Soul.it ſelf, is alway aftive and divine; 
full and fatisfaftory,. though-it be never. ſeen. 


The Soul, which can enjoy all happineſs-a0d plea« - 
ſure within its.own bounds, and needs no witneſſes 

of its greatneſs, but onely God. and it felf, diſdains 
x to 


(2g) 
+0 fdbmir'to the Dung for' its deligtit, and to 
o the igrorars multitude for itsapplauſe 5 iv fince 
r ſelf upon everlaſting-pleaſares, and: places its habi- 
tation upon that onety Rock which can never be re- 
moy'd;i Vertae ar Goodneſs; Juſtice and Truth: are 
the Phrs:chac ſupport:ir,- arid Mercy! and Peace are 
its eteriab Ortumnents ; no! Storms nor Tempeſts: can 
ſhake its Fondation; and no malignant Blaſts can de- 
face its Beauty, but 'tis all folid and Ty TO, 
andialt gloridus-within. v7 
4383 FF oneMmIiEr tr 
;\- Thus: this Wide-man deſires nothing but what rhe 
Graceo herd tas pas into his own power to acoorns 
pliſh'; and:look:wharſoever this Man doetl is thall 
proſper. / 'He' numbers his Treafares by his Good- 
works, which'no man: cam take from him;-and the 


Vertu dm Excethencies of his Mind are abovei Gold * 


Gn ich day empy birrhonghte, a) mgrore 
which employ hist et, amd im 

his Piety,-:to the honour of God; and the comfort of 
his Soul.” As for all other goods, pry ner 
as unneceſlary ornaments of his Life, beſtow'd 

him not ſo much for his own fake, as for the ſake of 
others. * He confiders | thereby that: Godrihas: made 
him his Steward, to minifter unto the: Poor; and 
therefore what God with z bonatifullrhand-has-deatr 
to: him; he bounti dealsabroad;: and:Havm pro 
vided for the” cies of his: Life -and:\Stare;: be 
knows no other uſe of rhe Superfluities,. but-'to |&i- 
ſpenſe them unto thoſe that want. Thus with a 
nerous Mind: he/promotes'a publick: Good; and like 
God I CE 
ethers. w: 

ar ' And 


LIMI 


a TILAS. Chad 4 FL ed to 3 Lhd da v” oa 0F+, 2 "NY WTR CER - a Me Tas. A ey . 
En EMO Wo OY *s « i Op” Pg I y by 47 
oy E = 
. oY me % 
. 
. 


dr eds S663 3009 wet 214 49.9, 3s Sin 6 $4 © 
And when he has gain'd this conqueſt of the World; 
and remov'd the vanity thereof far from him, then iis he 
fitto be entruſted with Riches, without danger of mil- 
employing thera to encourage Vice, or concealing them 
to-defraud his Vertue. if he finds any real profit.or ad- 
vantage by being Rich, he conſiders that 'tis:the good- 
neſs. of God to make him 1o,- and:therefore. he be- 
haves'himf{elf thankfully ' towards the Giver, of his 
ood Gifts, and provokes. him pot to Anger, by .abur 
ing-of his Mercy,” He is {o far from denming Gadeh 
ing an 


argument for- his Religion, and a help to. his De- 
Votion. | | | | 


The Devil himſelf could fay, dees Fob /erve Ged f 
nought 2 haſt thou not made a, hedge about bim, and a» 
bout his houſe 2 thou. haſt bleſſed the, works of his bands, 
and. hu ſubſtance is encreaſed in the Land. And if God 
has.,been/ bountifull unto us, cannot: we remember 
whoſe Hand it is that guards us, whoſe Bleſſing it is 
that maketh rich? *' The Earth it ſelf will upbraid our 
ingratitude,” for ſhe in return for the Shours and Dews 
of Heaven, | ſends forth the-Fruits of the Field for Sa- 
crifice,: and anſwers the Labours and the-Toils of the 
Husbandman by a. plentiful increaſe; and can we be 
more ſeaſcle(s than the Egrth ut ſelf, or more unrigh- 
teous.than.the Devil? Shall we therefore be unmind- 
full of God, . becauſe he remembers us2. Surely if we 
grow. rich,” we will not behave our ſelves frowardly 
ia thy fight: if we be. ful, we will,not. deny thee, 
aud ſay, Who is the Lord. but rather we will magai- 
fie thy.Name, and ſay, Lord, what is. man, that thou 

art- 


ere mindfull of him, or the ſon of man that thou haſt 
fuch reſyett unto bim? o ITY ARC INT 1 


-- And now it-muſt be confefsd that-it is truly an ar- 

ment of a noble Spirit:to-be above: the frowns of 
Fortune, but*tis much more difficult and more glori- 
vus 00 'to- be' above- its ſmiles; to be exalted-above 
the alluring pleafures of Earth, -and todefpiſe that ve-. 
ry affluence which'we enjoy ; and what the Philoſo- 
PÞher ſaid of 'a valiant Man-1n his ſufferings, is much 
more-applicable to' the vertuous Man in his enjoy- 
ments, thar a Soul thus qualified and thus endowed, 
is-a ſpectacle on which God himſelf may look with 
pleaſure. Here we may ſee and admire in Man the 
moſt lively image and repreſentation of his great Cre- 
atour.- "This is \truly to command the World, with- 
out being commanded or -\way'd by any Creature; 
to poſſeſs and enjoy the Bleſſings of: Heaven and 
Earth, with clean-Hands and- an untainted Heart; is 
to be like Adam in his Paradiſe, inveſted at once 
with innocence and: glory. | 


- - But,'z. Having learnt to demean our :ſelves with 
Humility and Moderation 1n a plentifull Eſtate, we 
Thall with eaſe overcome the Temptations of Poverty, 
and learn Patience and Thankfulneſs in the time of 
need. Why ſhould we _—_— want of a thing of 
nought, and difquiet our ſelves for that which is ligh- 
ter than vanity it ſelf? Why ſhould we. murmur at 
that ſtate which God Judges fitteſt for us? Tf it had 
ſeem'd*good unto him, he could have enlarg'd our 
Poſiefſions, and given us plenty with-the overflow- 
ing* of our *Oup ; for Riches: are -his Gifts, and' his 
a | \ Bounty 
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Bounty like the Wind bloweth whers it lifteth © 'chere 
is tt reſtraint 'unto' the 'Lord; but le eaii [raiſe the 
humble from the Duſt, and ſer him amorig the Prin- 
ces of the People. Therefore deſpair fibt;' weither be 
rhos afraid though one be made tith; and though the glory 
of his houſe be increaſed; for the fare God viſpoſerh of 
both him and thee ;/ in his good time he cart promote: 
theealforoa ſtate of plenty, or deliver thee fronrdiſtrels, 
by bringing thee to the place of reſt; where there ſhall 
be no diftin&ion between the Duſt of the'Rich and: 
Poor, neither his _ ſhall artend: him; nor thy 
Poverty haunt thee to the Grave. O Death, how ac- 
ceptable iu thy ſentence unto the needy, whih all our 
cares ſhall be laid aftde in the duſt, and the Fement 
brance of our ſorrows ſhalſ be blotted out.” Thiis is the- 
birth-day of joy and pleafiire-urito thoſe that mourn 
and tis not the leaſt advantage"of- Poverty,” thit it: 
ts us in-mind of out latter end ; 4fd makes!us in: 
ove with that ſtate which. maſt'of neceſſity liappen: 
to us, 047 SEG 


And as for the Burthen of Want it ſelf; how/eafie- 
is it to a Man that has remov'd far ſom bint vanity. 
and lies 2 'tis the diſappointment that makes it'trow- 
bleſome- to" the" vain deſigning! Man, who promis'd: 
himſelf great and glorious advantages of his Wealth. 
but.to the hanible *tis weleome, as being the Meſſage 
of Heaven, and he makes no reply, but Dans eby fer 
want, 'be it unto 'me according to thy. will, O- God! 
Therefore he ſtndics to confornt hirtiſelt to the plea-- 
ſure of the Almighty, and'if he cannivt raiſe his For-- 
tunes up to his Mind, yet he will certainly levethis- 
Mirid to his preſent Fortune. ' Tf. God has:n6t — 

: D, - 
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bim:1o large 6 Lield,, —_ to exerciſe his Gifts 
he; will.make the beſt: uſe:of his; narrow. confind &- 
ſtate, and by the prudent. management. of his fingle 
alent, he: ſhall. receive his reward with thoſe og 
whom ten Talents were. beſtow'd.. 'For:God has Bis 
= every one the-means to grow happy, though bl 
nity of growing rich. The Honelty and 

| orks agg the Patience and Contentment of the poor 
Man,  are-as acceptable Vertues unto God, as the 
Bounty and Charity, the Humility and Thankfulneſs 


of Kings. and Princes. 


And now, Who ſhall, Pen the poor Man from 
the love.of .God ? ſhall Tribulation and Angyiſh? . No 
certainly, for this is the. Gift: of, God unto hi i 
oe to (exerciſe- his, -Patience and recommen nl 
Yertnes, - 1 Shall; Povertyand Diſtreſs > ;this.15.a G 

ramiſe, and. not,to, be rejected by any, that pro, 
aticſteem for the Dodrine.of.Chriſt, ;and: the ex+ 
ample-which he has ſet before us. Shall ſhame and 
contempt? this indeed is the greateſt burthen of .Po- 
verty, and all but ;this.a prudent 'Heathen boaſted 
that be:could.endure';" þut.even. this. does, nor exceed 
a Chriſtians fAirength; for.cither. we, have, or ſhauſd 
have Jearnt, from St. Paul, to Prong, our. ſelves 1% 

——_—_ ai the ſervants of Ged, in affl i&ons, in meceſi- 
ties, in diftreſſes, bychonour,and, deffonenrs by gved report 
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verty,.cae make this condition unſupportable to an 
drab tairhfull. Believer, be will, WAA, fly to.,uns 
ow means for tus reds, bu rather periſh, in 4 
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neceſlities than” ſteal, or take the name of bis God in 
vain, Death comes alike both to the rich Man and 
the -poor ; and fince '7u | appointed for af men once 
to die, what matter is it tothe Body, whether it-be 
by Hunger or a Surfeit > but for our Souls ſake, 'tis 
not onely more -meritorious, but more glorious too, 
to.depart this Life for want 'of the neceſſary ſupports 
thereof, than either to cram our. ſelves to Death by 
the ſuperfluities of Riches, or: to prolong our. Life, 
and. advance our Fortunes by impious: and diſhonouy 


If we can bear our Poverty with content, and free» 
ly enjoy. the exerciſe of our. Vertue 'and Religion; 
what greater advantages can we defire by. being rich? 
Who would exchange ao honeſt and vertuous, though 
mean'Eſtate; for a: turbulent, dangerous and unpro-» 
fitable greatneſs2 Who would not rather chuſe to 
be a door-keeper in the houſe of God. than to dwell in the 
Tents, br feaſt inthe Palaces of «»godlineſs. | Arid-if 
we can frame our Minds to this vertuous compliance 
with our Fortunes, then is Poverty truly the Gift of 
God; and -a real Bleſſing. But if we find-our ſelves 
uneaſie and groaning under the burthen of our Want, 
if we murmur againſt God, and repine at the Plenty 
of others; ;then. indeed is: Poverty a. Curſe, but 'ris a- 
Curſe of our own- making. Tis the-puniſhment- of 
' our ſins, and the hand of God upon us for our Refor- 
mation. . Therefore we muſt /#:/ grve him thanks, ' for- 
he us ſtill the help of our countenance, and our God. . He 
bringeth Good out of this Evil, and though the Clouds: 
of Adverſity ſhould ſeem to ſhut us out from his pre- 
ſence, yet hevviſits us when we are in the darkeſt 

D z  Þ pions, 


tay 
Regions of defpair. © If we down into Hel, he is there 
alſo ; he till cr . peculiar title to our gratitude ; 
and in the Wiſeman's words, 'though I ſhould be'poor, 
yet ſhll he is my God, dF will OE Fats the name of 
ny Godin vain. | 


- But laftly, Though it be poſſible to | efca the 
o_ tions of Riches, ' and overcome the = 
ant * yet ſtil! the ſafeſt and'moſt deſireable courſe 
= life, is a-middle ſtate berween Poverty and Riches. 


Give me neither ago nor riches, fays the Wiſe-man, 


but feed me with convenient for me. He would 
not willingly wel bring a burthen upon' himſelf, by 
rotary + oy Riches to provide for other men ; nor be 
urthen-unts others:by ſeeking "ſupport 

from their hands. He would neither have is hooghts 
rack'd and diſtraced-for want of neceſſary food'; nor 
yet ſhoken'd and dull'd for want of a convenient im- 
' but he would chufe ſtelt a condition of 


FIrent”: 
ife, as ſhoutd\quatify him'for the performance of his - 


duty borh towards God and Man ; and divide histitne 
between the cares of this World and the'nexe. - Such 
an-Eſtate as ſhouſd oblige him to work-with his harids 
the things for his good ;-and- yet afford him het 
opportunity to'pay his duty unto' God, and bey” his 
dleſſing'upon the works' of his- hands :'that the favour 
and'conmenanee of God amizy ericourzge' him in'his 
Calling, and 2 faithfalt dfligence-irt his Calling ftiay 


_ enliven his Devotian,) nao Lereaiothe fs of his BY | 


titude unto God: 
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Thus while ſome labour under the-burthen: of Ri- 
ches and Honours, and ſcarce enjoy the: fruits'of ej- 
ther:; whilſt others are 'opprefſed with' want; and 
with difficulty bear up and maintain their vertue a- 
inſt the tide of adverſity : he alone enjoys himſelf 


 1n-2 peacefull calm. And as God has 'phae'd him 


above. the contempt of the Rich, and below'the envy 
of the poor z ſo he neither envies the Riches: of the 
one, nor contemns the Poverty of the other; avi 
food and raiment he is therewith content ; and there is 
nothing in the World which he wants, becauſe there 
is nothing more which he deſires. As he places not 
his happineſs in the poſſeſſion of Riches, fo neither 
does he diſquiet himſelf for their loſs : but with chear- 
fulneſs he ſubmits to the wilt of God; and undergoes 
the change of his Eſtate, with the ſame indifference 
as he does the changing of his Garment : though the 
new. at preſent be not altogether ſo fit and ſuitable 
GIL Body , yet a little uſe and induſtry will make 
it ſo. 


' In all things; and at all times, the is thankfull and 
content ; and therefore manages no ſecret plots, ns 
treacherous deſigns to advance his Fortune with the 
diſturbing of his eaſe, . impairing of his health, wrec- 
| king of his conſcience, and denying of his God. No 
murmurings are heard in his Tent, and no difap- 
pointmments break his reſt ; for vertue is his ſecurity, 
God his defence, and under the ſhadow of his wings, 
he lays him down in peace, and riſes up with com- 
tort. | 


So 
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'So: many and ſo great are the advantages of his 
private: retir'd condition; ſo ſweet and refreſhing are- 
his: enjoyments; ſo caſie and-comfortable is his: buſi- 
neſs; 1o ſincere is his-picty,: and ſo exalted his devo- 
tion ; that it is for the intereſt as well as for the eaſe 
of every man to frame his'mind according to this ſtan- 
dard, and-fay with.the Wiſe-man in uy Text'; Give 
we neither poverty nor riches, but feed me with food 
convericnt for me. | | | | 


